OREB 2026 Endorsement Questions and Information

The first step to gaining endorsement from Our Revolution East Bay is completing the Endorsement Questions.
Please answer every question; it is important to know your values. Most questions are Yes or No at the end of each
section you may expand on any of your answers. Your explanation should be CONCISE. We may publish your answers
to any question. The purpose of the questionnaire is to ensure that endorsed candidates’ values align with those of
OREB. OREB continually monitors the actions of endorsed candidates regarding their questionnaire responses.

If you have concerns or questions, please contact Carol Coyote and Michael Cheng.

Email *

andresandfordforassembly@gmail.com

Untitled Title

1. Name (as listed on the ballot): *

Andre Sandford

2. Preferred Pronouns: *

He/Him



3. Position running for *

@ Primary

General

Special

4. Email *

andresandfordforassembly@gmail.com

5. Phone number *

5102998459

6. Campaign website *

https://andresandfordforassembly.com/

1. Do you pledge to take no money from Super PACs? *

@ Yes

No



2. Have you or will you accept contributions from AIPAC? *

Yes

@No

3. Have you or will you accept contributions from police unions?: *

Yes

4. Have you or will you accept contributions from landlord/real estate developers? *

Yes

5. Do you support the Fair Elections/Clean Money Proposition (SB42)? *

@ Yes

No

6. Do you support and will work for Universal Single payer Healthcare? *

@ Yes

No



7. Do you oppose genocide and military occupation? For example: Gaza? Venezuela? Ukraine? Cuba? *
Greenland?

@ Yes

No

8. Do you support abolishing ICE? *

@ Yes

No

9. Do you support legislation to tax billionaires? *

@ Yes

No

10. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be brief)

1. Who contributed to your campaign? Other than individual donations, who have and who will you *
receive donations? List all groups, unions, businesses (especially those doing business with the entity in
which you seek to hold office).

| have personally funded 95% of my campaign, with the remaining support coming directly from individuals in our
community — not corporations or special interests.



2. Which candidates will/lhave you endorse/d and/or contribute/d? *

| am currently exploring the possibility of endorsing Rasmey Robinson for Governor.

3. Please list persons and organizations who have endorsed you. *

Black Young Democrats of the Bay, California Young Democrats Bay Area Region, and Emeryville, Ca City Council
Kalimah Priforce

4. Please list PACs, and independent expenditure committees supporting you. *

N/A



5. List any/all industries, organizations and people that you will_decline donations and endorsements from,
please be inclusive.

| am committed to running a people-powered campaign rooted in transparency, community accountability, and
independence from special interests. To maintain public trust and avoid conflicts of interest, | will decline donations
and endorsements from industries, organizations, and entities whose primary business practices conflict with the
public interest or the well-being of working families.

This includes, but is not limited to:

Corporate PACs and entities primarily funded by large corporate interests seeking legislative influence

Fossil fuel corporations and oil & gas industry PACs

For-profit private prison companies and detention center operators

Predatory payday lending and high-interest financial services companies

Tobacco industry corporations and affiliated PACs

Pharmaceutical companies and corporate PACs whose lobbying efforts prioritize profits over affordable healthcare
access

Large real estate speculation firms and corporate landlords whose practices contribute to housing displacement or
instability

Organizations or individuals promoting discrimination, hate, or policies that undermine civil rights, labor rights, or
democratic participation

| will prioritize grassroots contributions from individuals, working families, and community members. My campaign has
been primarily self-funded, with remaining support coming directly from local residents rather than special interests,
reflecting my commitment to independence and accountability to the people of District 18.

| remain open to endorsements from organizations aligned with values of economic justice, worker protections,
environmental sustainability, equitable public safety, and expanded opportunity for all Californians.



1. What do you think about the use of force by police? What and when is appropriate and what and when *
is not?

The use of force by police should be rare, strictly limited, and always treated as a last resort. The primary goal of public
safety must be the preservation of human life, and policing should prioritize prevention, de-escalation, and community
trust over enforcement-driven responses.

Force is only appropriate when there is an immediate and credible threat of serious physical harm and when all
reasonable alternatives — including de-escalation, distance, communication, and crisis intervention — have been
exhausted. Even in those situations, the level of force used must be proportional and continuously reassessed to
minimize harm.

The use of force is not appropriate against individuals who do not pose an immediate threat, during mental health
crises that require medical or behavioral health responses, or as a response to nonviolent offenses, compliance issues,
or minor infractions. Excessive force, racial disparities in enforcement, and lack of accountability have damaged trust in
many communities, particularly among Black and Brown residents, and meaningful reform is necessary to rebuild that
trust.

| support policies that establish a clear duty to de-escalate, prohibit chokeholds and other dangerous restraints, require
independent investigations and full transparency following serious incidents, and strengthen civilian oversight and
accountability systems. We must also invest in alternative crisis response models — including unarmed mental health
professionals, violence interruption programs, and community-based safety strategies — so that police are not asked to
respond to situations they are not best equipped to handle.

True public safety comes from stable housing, economic opportunity, accessible healthcare, and strong communities. A

modern public safety system must shift resources toward prevention and community well-being while ensuring that
when force is used, it is lawful, necessary, and subject to meaningful accountability.

2. Do you support banning private prisons? *

@ Yes

No

3. Do you oppose surveillance, such as Flock, by law enforcement? *

@ Yes

No



4. Do you oppose capital punishment? *

@ Yes

No

5. Should convicted felons and prison in-mates be granted the right to vote? *

@ Yes

No

6. Do you believe it is ever warranted to suspend due process? *

Yes

7. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise)

1. Do you support DACA? *

@ Yes

No



2. Do you support closing immigration detention facilities? *

@ Yes

No

3. Do you support increased funding for immigration assistance? *

@ Yes

No

4. Should immigrants without felonies be given a path to citizenship? *

@ Yes

No

5. Do you support DEI? (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) *

@ Yes

No

6. Do you support reparations? *

@ Yes

No



7. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise)

1. Do you support public banking? *

@ Yes

No

2. Do you think public transit should be free? *

@ Yes

No

3. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise)



1. Do you support a California “living wage”™? How? *

Yes, | support a California living wage that ensures full-time workers can afford basic necessities such as housing, food,
healthcare, and transportation without living in poverty. No one working full time should struggle to meet their basic
needs, especially in a high-cost state like California.

Achieving a living wage requires a comprehensive approach. | support responsible increases to the minimum wage that
reflect regional cost-of-living differences, stronger enforcement against wage theft, and policies that support workers
through collective bargaining rights and fair workplace protections. A living wage must also be paired with investments
in affordable housing, childcare, and healthcare access so that rising costs do not continue to outpace wages.

| believe we can raise standards for workers while supporting small businesses by phasing in wage increases
predictably, offering targeted support for small employers, and strengthening local economic development so
businesses and workers succeed together.

2. List 3 ideas to reduce the price of shelter in your community? *

1. Reduce Barriers and Costs to Build Housing

| support significantly reducing building permit costs and regulatory barriers that drive up construction prices. By
lowering excessive permit fees and streamlining approvals — especially for single-family and middle-income housing —
we can increase housing supply and reduce the costs passed on to renters and homebuyers. My platform calls for
major reductions in building permit costs to help accelerate housing development.

2. Expand Down Payment Assistance to Increase Homeownership

| propose creating permanent, low-barrier down payment assistance programs (1-2%) to help working families become
homeowners. Increasing homeownership opportunities helps stabilize neighborhoods, reduce long-term housing costs
for families, and ease pressure on the rental market.

3. Discourage Corporate Housing Speculation

| support policies that limit corporate acquisition of residential homes, including targeted taxation on corporations
purchasing large numbers of homes. This helps keep housing available for families instead of investors, reducing
artificial price inflation in local housing markets.

Together, these policies focus on increasing supply, expanding access to ownership, and preventing market practices
that drive up housing costs, with the goal of making shelter affordable and attainable for working families in District 18.



3. What do you propose to protect renters in your community? Please comment on laws/acts, such as
Costa Hawkins and others, to be repealed, and added/legislated?

California’s housing crisis is fundamentally a crisis of affordability and displacement driven by speculation,
underinvestment in affordable housing, and policies that have prioritized profits over people. Renters in communities
like Oakland, Alameda, and Emeryville need immediate protections alongside long-term structural reform that treats
housing as a human right.

1. Repeal Costa-Hawkins and Expand Rent Control

| support repealing the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act to fully restore local authority to implement strong rent
stabilization policies. Current law prevents cities from protecting many renters and allows large rent increases between
tenants, fueling displacement. Local communities should have the power to enact comprehensive rent control that
keeps residents housed and neighborhoods stable.

2. Guarantee Strong Tenant Protections Statewide

| support universal just-cause eviction protections, stronger caps on rent increases, a statewide right to counsel for
tenants facing eviction, and stronger enforcement against landlord harassment and illegal evictions. No family should
lose their home because they cannot afford legal representation or face unfair practices.

3. Invest in Social Housing and Permanently Affordable Homes

California must dramatically expand public and social housing, community land trusts, and permanently affordable
housing models that remove housing from speculative markets. Public investment should prioritize long-term
affordability, community ownership, and housing stability rather than short-term profit.

4. Confront Corporate Housing Speculation

Large corporate investors purchasing residential housing have accelerated rent increases and reduced homeownership
opportunities. | support policies that limit corporate consolidation of housing and prioritize homes for residents,
families, and local communities.

Housing policy must center stability, dignity, and economic justice. Protecting renters, expanding non-market housing,
and restoring local control are essential steps toward ensuring that every Californian has access to safe, affordable
housing.

4. Do you support the repeal of all laws that criminalize or punish homeless people? *

@ Yes

No

*



How do we provide/develop more affordable and low-cost housing? In your community and in California? *

California’s housing crisis requires treating housing as a basic human need and making long-term structural changes
that prioritize residents over speculation. In communities like Oakland, Alameda, and Emeryville, affordability will only
improve through a combination of tenant protections, public investment, and increased production of permanently
affordable housing.

1. Expand Social and Permanently Affordable Housing

California must significantly increase investment in social housing, community land trusts, and permanently affordable
housing models that remove housing from speculative markets. Publicly supported housing should remain affordable
for future generations rather than becoming market-rate over time.

2. Reduce Construction Costs and Accelerate Affordable Development

My platform proposes reducing excessive building permit costs and streamlining approvals that delay housing
construction and drive up prices. Lowering development costs allows nonprofit and affordable housing developers to
build more units faster and at lower rents.

3. Convert Vacant and Underutilized Properties into Housing
| support land-bank style strategies that transform vacant homes, unused buildings, and underutilized land into
affordable housing opportunities. Reusing existing properties can create housing faster while preventing displacement.

4. Limit Corporate Housing Speculation

Institutional investors purchasing residential housing have contributed to rising rents and reduced access to
homeownership. | support policies that discourage large-scale corporate acquisition of homes and prioritize housing
access for residents and local communities.

5. Expand Pathways to Stable Homeownership
My platform includes low-barrier down payment assistance programs to help working families transition into

homeownership, stabilizing neighborhoods and reducing long-term housing costs.

Solving California’s housing crisis requires both immediate affordability protections and long-term investment in non-
market housing solutions that ensure safe, stable, and affordable homes for all Californians.

1. Do you support charter schools? *

@ Yes

No



2. Should charter schools be at no cost and unionized? Please use examples in your community.

Yes. Charter schools that receive public funding should be free for students and families, just like traditional public
schools, because public education must remain accessible to everyone regardless of income. No student should face
financial barriers to attending a publicly funded school.

| also believe educators in charter schools should have the right to unionize and collectively bargain if they choose.
Teachers deserve fair wages, workplace protections, and a voice in educational decisions. Strong labor standards help
improve teacher retention, classroom stability, and student outcomes.

In Oakland, we have seen how rapid charter expansion has created financial strain for traditional public schools while
many educators across both charter and district schools face burnout and turnover. When charter schools operate
without consistent labor protections or accountability standards, it can contribute to instability across the entire
education system. Unionized charter schools, by contrast, help ensure fair working conditions and greater collaboration
between educators and communities.

Publicly funded schools — whether district or charter — should follow the same standards of transparency, equity, and

worker protections so that innovation in education does not come at the expense of students, teachers, or
neighborhood schools.

3. Do you support no cost public college and university? *

@ Yes

No

4. Do you support the cancellation of all student debt? *

@ Yes

No



5. Do you support free universal public pre-K? *

@ Yes

No

6. Do you support free universal childcare for children under 5?7 *

@ Yes

No

7. Do you support “strengthening” Title IX including trans rights? *

@ Yes

No

8. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise) *

Question:

1. | believe public education should be fully funded, equitable, and accountable to the communities it serves. While
some charter schools were created to provide innovative educational models, | do not support the expansion of charter
schools when it undermines funding, stability, or equity in traditional public-school systems.

Charter schools receiving public funding must meet the same standards of transparency, accountability, labor
protections, and student access as traditional public schools. No publicly funded school should be allowed to
selectively enroll students, weaken teacher protections, or divert critical resources away from neighborhood public
schools.

My priority is strengthening public education by investing in classroom resources, supporting teachers, reducing class
sizes, and ensuring all students — regardless of zip code — have access to high-quality schools. Any education policy
must put students, educators, and communities first, not privatization.



1. How will you work to uphold environmental regulations in the face of the government's attempt to *
eradicate? Include and use example from your community.

| will work to uphold and strengthen environmental regulations by protecting California’s authority to set strong
environmental standards, enforcing existing laws, and investing in community-based environmental justice solutions —
especially in frontline communities like those in Assembly District 18.

In Oakland and West Alameda County, many neighborhoods sit near ports, freeways, warehouses, and industrial
corridors that contribute to poor air quality and higher asthma rates. Communities near the Port of Oakland and major
transportation routes have long faced disproportionate environmental burdens. Upholding environmental regulations is
essential to protecting public health and preventing further harm to working-class and historically underserved
communities.

At the state level, | will support maintaining and strengthening California’s clean air and climate standards even when
federal actions attempt to weaken protections. This includes defending emissions standards, enforcing environmental
review requirements, and ensuring polluters are held accountable. California has historically led the nation in
environmental policy, and we must continue using state authority to safeguard our residents.

Locally, | support expanding clean transportation infrastructure, investing in zero-emission freight and port operations,
and prioritizing environmental cleanup and green job creation in impacted communities. Environmental policy must also
include community participation so residents most affected by pollution help shape solutions.

Protecting environmental regulations is not only about conservation — it is about public health, economic justice, and
ensuring every community has access to clean air, safe water, and a healthy environment.

2. What do you think is the most critical environmental issue? In your community? *

As a resident of West Oakland, | see firsthand that the most critical environmental issue in my community is
environmental injustice caused by air pollution and industrial emissions concentrated in working-class neighborhoods.
Communities near the Port of Oakland, major freeways, and industrial corridors face disproportionately high exposure
to diesel pollution, poor air quality, and elevated asthma and respiratory illness rates.

For many residents, environmental issues are not abstract climate debates — they are daily public health realities
affecting children, seniors, and families living near freight routes and warehouse operations. Decades of planning
decisions have placed environmental burdens on communities of color and lower-income neighborhoods, making
environmental justice the central environmental challenge facing District 18.

Addressing this issue requires accelerating zero-emission freight and port operations, expanding clean public
transportation, enforcing strong air-quality standards, and investing in green infrastructure and urban tree canopies to
reduce pollution impacts. We must also ensure that frontline communities are directly involved in environmental
decision-making and benefit from clean-energy investments and green job creation.

Environmental policy must focus on protecting people first — ensuring every resident, regardless of zip code, has
access to clean air, safe water, and a healthy environment.



1. Do you support the Constitutional amendment to repeal Citizens United? *

@ Yes

No

2. Will you uphold the Voting Rights Act? *

@ Yes

No

3. Do you support universal mail-in ballots? (such as was used for Prop 50) *

@ Yes

No

4. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise)

1. Do you support the international campaign of BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions)? *

@ Yes

No



2. What should the US policy be on Palestine/lsrael? *

U.S. policy toward Israel and Palestine should be grounded in human rights, international law, equality, and a
commitment to lasting peace and security for both Palestinians and Israelis. The United States should play a
constructive diplomatic role that prioritizes protecting civilians and advancing a just and sustainable political solution.

| support an immediate and sustained ceasefire during active conflicts, the protection of civilian lives, the release of
hostages, and full humanitarian access to Gaza. U.S. policy should oppose actions that violate international law,
including attacks on civilians, collective punishment, settlement expansion, and forced displacement.

The United States should support Palestinian self-determination alongside Israel’s right to live in peace and security.
Any long-term resolution — including a viable two-state solution or another mutually agreed framework — must
guarantee equal rights, safety, and dignity for all people in the region.

U.S. military aid and diplomatic support should be consistent with human rights standards and U.S. law, with
transparency and accountability to ensure American resources are not used to commit human rights violations. The
U.S. should also invest in diplomacy, humanitarian assistance, and peacebuilding efforts rather than policies that
prolong violence.

| oppose antisemitism, Islamophobia, and all forms of hate, and support protecting free speech and peaceful advocacy
at home as part of a healthy democracy.

3. Do you agree with the current economic sanctions? *

No. | do not support broad economic sanctions that primarily harm civilian populations or worsen humanitarian
conditions. Sanctions should not function as collective punishment that restricts access to food, medicine, or basic
necessities for ordinary people.

| support narrowly targeted sanctions focused on individuals, entities, or government officials responsible for human
rights violations or violations of international law. Economic measures should be tied to clear diplomatic goals,
regularly reviewed, and paired with strong humanitarian protections and pathways toward de-escalation and peaceful
resolution.

U.S. foreign policy tools should prioritize diplomacy, accountability, and human rights while minimizing harm to civilians.



4. What are your views on the tariff policy?

Tariff policy should be used strategically to protect workers, strengthen domestic manufacturing, and promote fair trade
— not simply free trade at any cost. | support targeted tariffs when they prevent unfair labor practices, environmental
exploitation, or dumping that undermines American workers and local industries.

At the same time, tariffs should be carefully designed to avoid disproportionately increasing costs for working families
or small businesses. Trade policy must prioritize strong labor standards, environmental protections, and supply chain
resilience while supporting union jobs and sustainable economic development.

The goal of tariff policy should be a fair global economy that rewards responsible production, protects workers’ rights,
and reduces dependence on exploitative labor practices, while ensuring affordability and economic stability for
consumers.

1. Thanks for your time and thoughtfulness. Is there anything else we should know? *

Thank you for the opportunity to share my views. | am running for State Assembly because | believe government should
work for everyday people, not corporate special interests. My campaign has been primarily self-funded, with additional
support coming directly from community members, reflecting my commitment to independence and accountability.

As a West Oakland resident, | have seen firsthand how affordability, housing instability, environmental injustice, and
economic inequality affect working families. My priorities are expanding economic opportunity, protecting renters,
strengthening public education, advancing environmental justice, and building a government that is transparent and
responsive to the communities it serves.

| am committed to grassroots organizing, coalition-building, and policies that improve material conditions for working

people while protecting civil rights and democratic participation. | look forward to working alongside community
organizations and movements that share a vision of a more equitable and people-centered California.
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