OREB 2026 Endorsement Questions and Information

The first step to gaining endorsement from Our Revolution East Bay is completing the Endorsement Questions. Please answer
every question; it is important to know your values. Most questions are Yes or No at the end of each section you may expand on any
of your answers. Your explanation should be CONCISE. We may publish your answers to any question. The purpose of the
questionnaire is to ensure that endorsed candidates’ values align with those of OREB. OREB continually monitors the actions of
endorsed candidates regarding their questionnaire responses.

If you have concerns or questions, please contact Carol Coyote and Michael Cheng.

Email *

matt@mattortega.com

Untitled Title

1. Name (as listed on the ballot): *

Matt Ortega

2. Preferred Pronouns: *

he/him

3. Position running for *

@ Primary

General

Special



4. Email *

matt@mattortega.com

5. Phone number *

925-413-9521

6. Campaign website *

https://mattortega.com

1. Do you pledge to take no money from Super PACs? *

@® VYes

No

2. Have you or will you accept contributions from AIPAC? *

Yes

3. Have you or will you accept contributions from police unions?: *

Yes



4. Have you or will you accept contributions from landlord/real estate developers? *

Yes

5. Do you support the Fair Elections/Clean Money Proposition (SB42)? *

@ Yes

No

6. Do you support and will work for Universal Single payer Healthcare? *

@ Yes

No

7. Do you oppose genocide and military occupation? For example: Gaza? Venezuela? Ukraine? Cuba? Greenland? *

@ Yes

No

8. Do you support abolishing ICE? *

@® VYes

No



9. Do you support legislation to tax billionaires? *

@ Yes

No

10. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be brief)

My wife and | hold good-paying jobs but homeownership is out of reach. We both grew up in homes our parents owned but we have to
rent to stay close to where we grew up. Our health care premiums nearly doubled this year and that makes us one of the lucky ones.

Far too often, Democrats cede the immigration issue to Republicans. We need leaders who will stand up and state plainly: immigration
is good. Immigration enriches our national identity and cultural fabric. Immigration strengthens us. Immigration is what built the
American powerhouse of the 20th century. In this moment of armed, masked agents of the state abducting people, citizen and
immigrant alike, it requires a bold response. What we see on our streets cannot be reformed. It cannot be trained. It must be abolished
and the lawbreakers brought to justice.

While this administration's knee is on our neck, their wealthy and powerful allies pick our pockets. It's unfair, it's unsustainable, and it
must end.

October 7 was a horrific act of antisemitic terror against Israeli civilians. Our country, across two administrations of both parties,
enabled Israel to commit unspeakable atrocities in reprisal. The images of IDF soldiers ransacking homes of Palestinians who were
killed or detained and the leveling of entire neighborhoods will stick with me forever. Scholars of genocide and prominent Israelis
agree what we see in Gaza is genocide. The Trump administration's plan for "peace," if it comes to fruition, will become a lightning rod
of violence and extremist recruitment for generations to come. It will be spoken of alongside other watershed events in the history of
the conflict and further tarnish the United States on the international stage.

1. Who contributed to your campaign? Other than individual donations, who have and who will you receive donations? *
List all groups, unions, businesses (especially those doing business with the entity in which you seek to hold office).

The highest donations are from personal friends at the $1,000 level.



2. Which candidates will/have you endorse/d and/or contribute/d? *

On social media | have used my modest platform to promote Democratic candidates up and down the ballot in a personal capacity.

In recent years | have donated to:

- Barack Obama

- Joe Biden

- Kamala Harris

- Hillary Clinton

- Julian Castro

- Elizabeth Warren (MA-Sen)

- Mandela Barnes (WI-Sen)

- John Fetterman (PA-Sen in 2022; former client at past employer)
- Lucas Kunce (MO-Sen in 2022; former client at past employer)
- Raphael Warnock (GA-Sen)

- Jon Ossoff (GA-Sen)

- Tom Udall (NM-Sen)

- Doug Jones (AL-Sen)

- Charles Booker (KY-Sen; former client at past employer)

- Mark Kelly (AZ-Sen)

- Beto O'Rourke (TX-Sen; TX-Gov; former client at past employer)
- Jason Kander (MO-Sen)

- Cal Cunningham (NC-Sen)

- Stacey Abrams (GA-Gov)

- Alexandria Ocasio Cortez (NY-14)

- Barbara Lee (CA-13; former client)

- Pramila Jayapal (WA-07; former client at past employer)

- Lauren Underwood (IL-14)

- Xochitl Torres Small (NM-02)

- Antonio Delgado (NY-19)

- Ami Bera (CA-07)

- Cameron Webb (VA-07; brother of personal friend)

- Jon Hoadley (MI-06; personal friend)

- Cammie Croft (NJ-11; personal friend)

- Sara Jacobs (CA-49; former coworker)

- Janessa Goldbeck (CA-53; personal friend)

- Paul Kendrick (IL state representative; personal friend)

- John Zwier (MN state representative; personal friend)

- Chris Kluwe (CA state assemblymember)

- John Jersin (SF school board; personal friend)

- Brent Blackaby (Berkeley city council; personal friend)

- Christina Henderson (DC city council; personal friend)

- Alessandra Biaggi (NY-03, NY state senate; former coworker)

3. Please list persons and organizations who have endorsed you. *

N/A; still in the organization endorsement processes for a number of labor unions, environmental groups, progressive organizations,
and more.



4. Please list PACs, and independent expenditure committees supporting you. *

N/A

5. List any/all industries, organizations and people that you will_decline donations and endorsements from, please be *
inclusive.

Corporate PACs
AIPAC

1. What do you think about the use of force by police? What and when is appropriate and what and when is not? *

Absolute last resort to protect innocent life. Far too often law enforcement is called to a situation that does not require them such as
someone experiencing a mental health issue and too many times that person ends up dead by the hand of the police.

2. Do you support banning private prisons? *

@® VYes

No

3. Do you oppose surveillance, such as Flock, by law enforcement? *

@ Yes

No

4. Do you oppose capital punishment? *

Yes



5. Should convicted felons and prison in-mates be granted the right to vote? *

@ Yes

No

6. Do you believe it is ever warranted to suspend due process? *

Yes

7. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise)

| support capital punishment is extremely limited circumstances—acts of treason and terrorism.

| support restoration of voting rights for the formerly incarcerated after they have served their time. | do not support voting rights for
people who are currently incarcerated. (I fear this would lead to a prison construction boom and be used by Republicans as another
means to try to gain advantage in redistricting and the electoral college.)

1. Do you support DACA? *

@ Yes

No

2. Do you support closing immigration detention facilities? *

@ Yes

No



3. Do you support increased funding for immigration assistance? *

@ Yes

No

4. Should immigrants without felonies be given a path to citizenship? *

@ Yes

No

5. Do you support DEI? (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) *

@ Yes

No

6. Do you support reparations? *

@ Yes

No

7. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise)

We should not be afraid to call the growing network of immigration detention facilities "concentration camps.” That's what they are: a
place to concentrate people together.

Our legal immigration system is woefully under-resourced with case backlog estimated to be between 3.6 million and 3.9 million.

Congress should, at minimum, study reparations, find a consensus on the economic value stolen from Black people and use the
investigation to fill gaps in the American education system which, for generations, intentionally buried the pervasive impacts of the
post-slavery black codes, redlining, and other economic deprivations. We could make the study more comprehensive to include lesser
widely known impacts on Native Americans and other communities.



1. Do you support public banking? *

@ Yes

No

2. Do you think public transit should be free? *

@ Yes

No

3. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise)

I am open to public banking. It is an interesting concept that | recall from a past client's campaign though it has not been a focus of
mine in recent years.

1. Do you support a California “living wage”? How? *

Yes. When California raised its minimum wage for fast food workers, studies showed that there was no major price spike as a result.
(California Fast Food Workers Union is a client.) It was an important first step—a proof of concept—that we can put more money in the
pockets of working people without major disruptions in the economy. The ripple effects because workers struggle to pay their bills
cannot be overstated and are not entirely economic. The stress can take years off the life of people. Economic distress negatively
impacts the education of young people in the home. In a consumer-based economy like ours, fewer people with discretionary
spending is untapped economic potential.

2. List 3 ideas to reduce the price of shelter in your community? *

- Federal intervention in home construction (funding for home construction, end tariffs which increase the cost of building materials,
incentives for affordable housing construction around dense transit hubs, and partnership with state and local governments on zoning
reform, improve permitting and environmental assessment turnarounds and reduce fees)

- Federal assistance for a downpayment for first-time homebuyers, incentives to home builders and private owners to sell to first-time
homebuyers

- Open up manufactured homes to mortgages typically reserved for traditional homes



3. What do you propose to protect renters in your community? Please comment on laws/acts, such as Costa Hawkins *
and others, to be repealed, and added/legislated?

| support efforts toward rent stabilization and transparency. | believe Kamala Harris' proposed downpayment assistance program did
not go far enough as $20,000 (while a lot of money, especially for families who rent), it is a drop in the bucket to help bridge the gap
for the standard 20 percent downpayment, especially here in Alameda County. My parents sold their home in Hayward in 1996 for
roughly $160,000. Today it is worth $857,000, according to Zillow.

SB 79 was an important major step here in California despite nearly sinking in committee. Federal legislation like Build More Housing
Near Transit Act can help push the development of communities within larger communities around transit hubs and foster a culture of
sustainable living with walkable and bike-friendly communities at a time when many people are still working from home.

When my wife and I lived in D.C., we could walk to anything we needed and did not need a car. Bars and restaurants, grocery shopping,
a local hardware store, and other communal needs were within a nice, relatively short walk. We can incentivize communities build
homes closer to BART with connections to municipal transit like buses or light rail to extend further into the community.

4. Do you support the repeal of all laws that criminalize or punish homeless people? *

@ Yes

No

How do we provide/develop more affordable and low-cost housing? In your community and in California? *

(Answered in question #2.)

1. Do you support charter schools? *

Yes

2. Should charter schools be at no cost and unionized? Please use examples in your community.

They should be unionized. | would much prefer fewer charter schools to stop draining public money from public education.



3. Do you support no cost public college and university? *

@ Yes

No

4. Do you support the cancellation of all student debt? *

@ Yes

No

5. Do you support free universal public pre-K? *

@ Yes

No

6. Do you support free universal childcare for children under 57 *

@ Yes

No

7. Do you support “strengthening” Title IX including trans rights? *

@® VYes

No



8. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise) *

Unions are good to my family. | am a member of the Campaign Workers Guild since 2018. My wife is a member of WGA East since
2015. My brother is a member of UFCW since the 2000s. My stepmother was a public school teacher. My uncle was a Teamster truck
driver for many years. My grandfather and his brother were both unionized welders in the shipyards.

I know firsthand the high cost of child care. My wife and | have two sons, ages 6 and 3. Before our oldest entered public school, we
could never afford to send him and his brother to child care at the same time. We had to make the tough decision to send our eldest
and keep our youngest son at home. Even then, we could only afford three days a week because the cost rivaled another rent. Despite
all of this, | understand we are one of the lucky ones. Both my wife and | work from home so we had the luxury and flexibility to be able
to keep our youngest son at home. We have the blessings of close family in near proximity. Many working families do not have those
luxuries and yet they are expected to make it work just like us. It's unsustainable and a hindrance to economic production and
prosperity. Let us free this weight from the shoulders of parents.

Student loan debt plays a major role in the delaying of watershed life moments in the lives of young people. It keeps them from
starting a business, getting married, purchasing a home, and having children. The median age of a first-time homebuyer crossed 40
for the first time in history. The median age of a homebuyer, another record, reached 59. We are failing young people and young
families.

Shortly after the 2024 election, it was utterly disgusting to see Democratic leaders rush to throw the trans community under the bus. It
revealed them to be insincere about whatever support they may have uttered in defense of the community. It is cliched to quote Dr.
King but | am a firm believer in a "single garment of destiny." | do not have to be gay or trans to defend the community. | do not have to
be undocumented or a child of immigrants to defend the community. | firmly believe our futures are tied together and when one
community is threatened, none of us are safe. It is why, in the wake of the slew of state marriage equality bans in 2004, | sought out a
renown professor at my college to undertake an independent study on the matter. It is why | have supported LGBT candidates and
causes over the years and stood up for the community in the face of ridiculous and appalling attacks.

1. How will you work to uphold environmental regulations in the face of the government's attempt to eradicate? Include *
and use example from your community.

This administration is determined to eliminate anything it believes is an impediment to the corporate profits of its benefactors. They
refuse to even examine environmental impacts on people including death. Their priorities are clear. As elected officials, Democrats
must make that clarity known to the American people.

In 2027, with a likely Democratic House majority but Republican Senate and Republican White House, we must be clear-eyed about the
political environment and what can be achieved under those circumstances. However, members of Congress still maintain a powerful
bully pulpit. With a majority, House Democrats would have the power to elevate these issues on the national level. Far too often the
voting public struggles to differentiate between the parties. We must be in the mindset over the next two years to leave no doubt
heading into the 2028 presidential election.

Members of Congress must also look to the states as partners across issues, particularly as it relates to holding the administration
accountable legally. Democrats in DC need to strengthen relationships with activist groups at the local level who are in the trenches
taking on the impacts of the Trump administration's environmental mess. Through oversight and raising issues to the national level,
Democrats can aid those local groups in their legal fights. (Many such groups are facing financial hardship as the administration
targets major left-of-center donors out of political retribution.)



2. What do you think is the most critical environmental issue? In your community? *

This administration is objectively pro-climate disaster.

For many years, water and drought were pernicious problems here in California, particularly as it related to wildfire season. The lack of
rainfall and dry conditions are a major impact of the planet's warming under climate change. Entire communities like Paradise were
irreparably changed forever due to wildfires. (The Paradise fire caused by a PG&E tower and exacerbated by the very dry conditions
and high winds.) The fires of Los Angeles in 2025, hampered in part by a vengeful president refusing to release aid, stands as another
recent reminder of the dangers California faces. It recalled here in the Bay Area the devastating Oakland hills fire nearly 35 years ago.
It is a memory for many longtime residents that is always in the back of one's mind during fire season.

1. Do you support the Constitutional amendment to repeal Citizens United? *

@ Yes

No

2. Will you uphold the Voting Rights Act? *

@ Yes

No

3. Do you support universal mail-in ballots? (such as was used for Prop 50) *

@ Yes

No



4. Optional: explanation of your responses to questions in this section (please be concise)

In this campaign, | have outlined a program for sweeping democratic reforms because the cracks and fissures in our system were not
created by Donald Trump. He merely exploited them. While we hold the line against this administration now, we must lay the
groundwork for accountability and reform then seize upon the moment. (This moment, ideally, will come with a Democratic trifecta in
January 2029.)

| believe we must approach the post-Trump order like the Radical Republicans of the 1860s. Our reforms must meet the moment. This
includes efforts passed by congressional statute and Reconstruction era-like constitutional amendment or amendments.

These includes reversal of several disastrous Supreme Court decisions including Citizens United, Trump v. United States (presidential
immunity), Shelby, Loper Bright v. Raimondo (regulatory implementation), abolish the Electoral College, and restrictions on presidential
pardons.

Congress must pass legislation to clarify Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to establish a national procedure for the disqualification
of national candidates in Trump v. Anderson. Pass Supreme Court reform to include an enforceable code of conduct and expand the
Court.

We have much work to do and so little time in which to do it. If we do not, we will have failed. Our country will soon find itself right
back in this situation and irresponsibly left this mess for our children to contend with.

1. Do you support the international campaign of BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions)? *

@ Yes

No

2. What should the US policy be on Palestine/lsrael? *

We must stop enabling a genocide of the Palestinian people by Israel. Scholars in the field and prominent Israelis agree. This includes
an arms embargo. We must also stop the Trump administration's disastrous "board of peace" plan to turn Gaza into a Western tourist
vacation destination. It would be one of the most colossal foreign policy blunders in our nation's history as it will fuel a generation or
more of extremist recruitment and violence.

3. Do you agree with the current economic sanctions? *

| support economic sanctions on Russia over its imperial war against Ukraine. It, alongside material support to Ukraine, helped keep
our ally in their fight to maintain their independence and freedom.

The Trump administration has abused sanctions, however. It rebooted the failed embargo against Cuba in its first term and targeted
the International Criminal Court and voices against Israel's genocide.



4. What are your views on the tariff policy?

Trump's tariffs are an erratic disaster untethered to any serious industrial or manufacturing policy whatsoever.

| am not opposed to strategic, well-planned targeted tariffs tied to economic policy to aid certain U.S. industries to compete on the
global market. Tariffs are one of several tools Donald Trump has used like a hammer to undermine the economic power of the United
States, alienate our allies and drive them into the arms of our adversaries.

Under Trump, it is part of a larger program of national self-immolation. One from which we may never recover if we do not reverse the
damage he caused, so far, in just one year.

1. Thanks for your time and thoughtfulness. Is there anything else we should know? *

| am a first-time candidate but this is not my first-time in the fight. | am the only candidate in this race with actual national political
experience. | am a fighter who has drawn attacks from Republicans since | was 22. In a reliably Democratic seat in the heart of the
Bay Area, the next member of Congress should be a progressive fighter who understands the assignment. We are in a national
emergency. The house is on fire and we cannot count on the arsonists to help us put it out. This is not a moment for bipartisanship.
Republicans too weak to uphold their oaths are too weak to deliver for the American people.
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